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genius. He was naturally candid and sincere, and a firm
friend, till affairs and his religion wore out all his first
principles and inclinations. He had a great desire to
understand affairs : And in order to that he kept a
constant journal of all that pass'd, of which he shewed me
a great deal. The Duke of Buckingham gave me once a
short but severe character of the two brothers. It was
the more severe, because it was true : The King (he said)
could see things if he would, and the Duke would see
things if he could. He had no true judgment, and was 10
soon determined by those whom he trusted : But he was
obstinate against all other advices. He was bred with
high notions of the Kingly authority, and laid it down
for a maxim, that all who opposed the King were rebels
in their hearts. He was perpetually in one amour or
other, without being very nice in his choice : Upon which
the King said once, he believed his brother had his
mistresses given him by his Priests for penance. He gave
me this account of his changing his religion : When he
escaped out of the hands of the Earl of Northumberland, 20
who had the charge of his education trusted to him by the
Parliament, and had used him with great respect, all due
care was taken, as soon as he got beyond sea, to form him
to a strict adherence to the Church of England : Among
other things much was said of the authority of the Church,
and of the tradition from the Apostles in support of
Episcopacy: So that, when he came to observe that there
was more reason to submit to the Catholick Church than
to one particular Church, and that other traditions might
be taken on her word, as well as Episcopacy was received 30